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St George�s Church, Methwold 

Saturday 8th-9th September 2023

Doors open 7pm
Tickets £20 from 01366 727168

2023 UK Tour

PURE FLOYD

A chance to enjoy a unique Pink Floyd experience
with top 8 piece UK tribute band with light show,

lasers and special effects.

All funds raised will be towards St George’s Church and

other local charities

Dark Side of the Moon
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Methwold Investment Club

Have you ever wanted to have a go at wheeling and dealing on the stock market? This

club could be for you. If you want more information please contact the club secretary,

Julie Clement on 728926

Diary of Events
April

25th Coffee Morning St Georges Church 10am-12pm 

May

8th Coronation Afternoon Tea  21 Room, St Georges 4pm-6pm

9th Coffee Morning St Georges Church 10am-12pm

10th New Ladies Group Peggy’s Room, St Georges Hall 7.30pm

23th Coffee Morning St Georges Church 10am-12pm

June

July

Aug

8th -9th Dark Side of the Moon At Georges Church 7pm

THE POST OFFICE

Methwold Branch 

St. George's Hall, High Street, Methwold  IP26 4NT

Opening times
Mon: 09.00 - 14.00   

Tue 09.00 - 14.00

Wed: 09:00 - 14.00

We also have the following products & services:

Instant cash   Free (no charge)

All mobile phone Top-ups

Euro & all currencies

Electric Key Top-ups

Written contributions to the Methwold Times, 

by the 13th of every month may be sent to the editor:

Mo Truss, 46 Globe St, Methwold

Thetford, Norfolk, IP26 4PQ

Phone 01366 727462

or E-mail:  mo@mtruss.co.UK    or

maureen.truss@btinternet.coma

Please note: The views expressed by our
contributers are not necessarily 

those of the Methwold Times



3

Camera & Lens for Sale    
Canon EOS 7D mk1, inc. battery & charger, (Strap, AV lead Front Body Cap,

Instructions Booklet, A4 folder with instructions. Driver disks, 8GB Lexar compact

flash card,          

Original camera box. £150.00    

RS-80N3 Remote switch £12.00   

Battery Grip BG-E7 with battery £35.00     

Total £190.00

Canon EF 300mm 1:4L IS with mount ring, no box but has Canon carry case.

UV filter    Lon/cam/ex    £300.00 buyer Collects

Tel: 01366728167 (Methwold)

Dear Editor
Only days from Easter, St George's Church (I saw no signature) attempts to 'prove' a

person called Jesus broke all the laws of science and was resurrected for over a month

before disappearing.

It claims to present four pieces of 'evidence' for this, most of which are conjecture

along the lines of 'how could this have happened if it was not all true.'  Sorry, that's not

evidence.

Then the big one: The riddle of the Empty Tomb.

Other than the Bible there is no independent source for the story, even the Gospels do

not agree on all the alleged events or order of events. That's probably because they

were written written 20 odd years after the alleged execution, by people who were not

there and never saw Jesus, dead or alive. 

As for the dead seen walking about, such stories were as common as casting out

demons and reports of dragons ravaging the countryside.

As the anonymous writer says: "If Christ did not rise from the dead then hundreds of

thousands of believers have died in vain." If you say so.

Sincerely,

Philip Wagstaff

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Friends of St. George’s Church, Methwold

St. George’s is an active and vibrant church with regular Sunday and mid-week

services, baptisms, weddings, funerals, coffee mornings and many community events,

located in the very centre of the village of Methwold.

Over recent years I have met many people who have a great deal of good will towards

our church building, although they may not necessarily wish to take part in the

religious aspects of the church. 

The Friends of St George’s church was established in 2007 to enable all members of

our community to support the heritage of the church and to help share the burden of the

increasing costs of repairing and maintaining our parish church building. 

Funds are raised through subscriptions and donations and since its formation the

Friends have raised a total of £30,000 and all monies raised are used solely for the

upkeep of our beautiful historic church building ensuring it is maintained in a good

state to hand on to future generations.

We welcome new members.  

If you would like join the Friends of St George’s or wish to know more about the

Friends of St George’s then contact: Reverend Ray Burman via:

Email rayburman@me.com

Tel. 01842 828891

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NEW LADIES GROUP

Our May meeting will be held in the 21 Room,
St George’s Hall Complex, Methwold

on Wednesday, 10th May 2023 at 7.30 pm.

Our speaker this month will be James Upson,
Wildlife Ranger Manager for Thetford Forest.

His illustrated talk will be about Deer Management in
Thetford Forest and the East of England Forest District.

We feel that this talk will be of interest to a lot of people
and we, therefore, welcome anybody who wishes to attend.
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St. George's Church, Methwold
Ministers: Revd Ray Burman 01842-828891 

rayburman@me.com

Diane Mantle diane.mantle@btinternet.com

Churchwardens: Nick Guyer 01366-727293

Alan Burbridge 01366-727002 

PCC Secretary Revd Ray Burman 01842-828891

Our Church is open every weekend but during the week will be kept locked for

security reasons. If you would like access then please contact Paul Smith (07787

503545) or Alan Burbridge (01366 727002).

Planned Services:
Morning Prayer held every Thursday from 8.30am.

Evening Prayer held every Tuesday from 5.30pm

Sunday 7th May 9.30am HC Revd. Ray Burman

Sunday 14th May 9.30am     SOW LLM Diane Mantle   

Sunday 21st May 9.30am HC Revd. Ray Burman

Sunday 28th May Benefice Service at Wereham, 10.30am

Online Zoom services are also available every Sunday, please message Janet Tanton
for the link via the Wissey Valley Benefice Facebook page.

The Foodbank will remain open for donations every weekend, there has been a terrific
response such that the Trussell Trust are collecting 6 to 8 carrier bags of products every
month. In particular short supply at the moment are UHT Milk, Squash, Juice,
Toiletries especially deodorant, Custard, Rice Pudding and Steamed Sponges. During
these difficult times with rising prices, the foodbank is in even greater demand so your
support is highly valued.
Our Community Coffee Morning will be open on Tues. 9th and Tues. 23rd May from
10am till noon. If you haven't been before then come along to sample the delicious
cakes and savouries. Spend the morning catching up with old friends or meeting new
people in our beautiful Church.
Our Church has a variety of books for sale, please feel free to come inside and have a
look. If you would like to bring along one of your own books and swap it with one on
display, that’s absolutely fine. If anyone has any fiction books in good condition that
they would like to donate then feel free to leave in the church by our bookstall. All
books are £1 each or 3 books for £2, all proceeds go to the upkeep of our beautiful
church.

These are worrying times with ever increasing fuel and food costs so should you find
yourself in any financial difficulties, free advice can be found at the following sources:
Christians Against Povertyhttps://capuk.org/  or freephone on 0800 328 0006.
Norfolk Community Law Service https://www.ncls.co.uk/ or telephone 01603
496623

Alan Burbridge

Church Warden
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How different the world is today. 

I say this as someone who can easily remember black and white television and a time

when there were only two main channels – BBC and ITV and of course, I very much

remember the incredible appearance of colour television. 

What an exciting invention it was, what a change! It wasn’t that the programs were

particularly different or better, rather it was the extra dimension of colour that totally

transformed and excited the experience of watching tv. 

That’s what it’s like being a Christian, someone who follows Jesus Christ. 

In one sense, your life continues just the same as before, a busy life of family, work

and leisure; still the same fun, failures and challenges. 

But when you decide to accept Jesus Christ, your life is transformed by the surpassing

awareness of the extra dimension of purposeful, abundant living, surrounded by the

love, beauty and power of the Holy Spirit. It’s difficult to explain and can be a

challenge. 

Just in the same way it would be hard to describe colour television to someone who has

never seen it or only ever known a world of black and white, Christianity needs to be

experienced to be accepted and understood. 

Reverend Ray Burman
St. George’s Church.

“We pray to be a generous and visible people of Jesus Christ"

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Letter from a Reader

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York stand accused by fellow Christians of

interfering in the 2019 general election to favour the Conservatives.

Church members within a group called Campaign say: "By backing Chief Rabbi

Mirvis’s "warning about Jeremy Corbyn" on grounds of antisemitism, you interfered in

our electoral process.

An open letter this week accuses: "The two of you basically told Christians and Jews

not to vote Labour" ... [yet] "neither of you appear to have examined factual

information that showed prejudice towards minorities in general (including Jews) was

considerably higher in the Conservative Party."

The non-religious and non partisan group also claims: "Many Christians are unhappy

about this, and see it as part of the Church of England’s failure to challenge the

suffering of Palestinians living under brutal Israeli military occupation and settler

colonialism." 

Letter in full https://www.campain.org/open-letter-to-the-archbishops

-- 

Sincerely,

Philip Wagstaff

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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WHAT DOES THE DOCTOR THINK THIS MONTH?

May 2023

Well, here we go – the first article in the post-Management  phase of

my life. No need to  worry about upsetting Head Office although, truth to tell, Deannie

never used to read my articles on the grounds that she would feel it necessary to censor

the content and that would probably lead to disagreement  between us. Family and

friends were all “lifted” by the wonderful memorial service we held in Methwold on

March 11th. The journey home was uneventful and the Monday was a very “flat” day.

However, Tuesday 14th was Deannie’s birthday and I really found it a tremendously

sad and disturbing day. Life is now slipping into a new gear and, fortunately, I am

having many visitors in the next couple of weeks. Three more of my WCs are to be

replaced with close coupled systems, to bypass the wretched “behind the wall” cistern

system so beloved of the CALA builders. The garden is really coming to life now and

all my plants survived the time in the kitchen (frost-free) so I am on a bit of a subdued

roll at present.

ENOUGH OF THE INTROSPECTION! I promised you some jokes

and you have all been very patient, so “Buckle up”, as they say on Jet2 aeroplanes, and

pin your ears back! (as my Dad used to say).

A little 12-year-old girl was walking home when a big man on a black motorcycle

pulled up beside her. After following along for a while, the rider turned to her and

asked, "Hey there little girl, do you want to go for a ride?" "NO!" said the little girl as

she kept on walking. The motorcyclist again pulled up beside her and asked, "Come on

now, I will give you £10 if you hop on the back." "NO!" said the little girl again as she

hurried down the street. The motorcyclist pulled up beside the little girl again and said,

"Okay, last offer! I'll give you £20 and a big bag of sweets if you just hop on the back

of my bike." Finally, the little girl stopped and said, pointedly: "Look Dad, you're the

one who bought the Honda instead of the Harley...YOU RIDE IT!" 

(This reminds me of the time when I was about 10 years old and waiting for a ‘bus

home from Birkenhead to Pensby. A large motor bike pulled up and I recognised one of

our dust bin men riding it. He offered me a lift home, I accepted and off we went – no

helmets in those days. Safely home five miles later, I told my mother what had

happened and she “did her nut”. Long lecture about accepting unsolicited rides. When

I was even younger, I used to join workmen in their canvas hut, erected over the hole in

the road where they were mending the gas main, using a lot of tar. I used to share their

billy cans and I learned all sorts of useful stuff. For example, if you dig a hole in the

road and back fill it, the filling will sink 1” for every foot depth. So, a four foot deep

hole must be filled up with an extra 4” on top. Of course, that was before the days of

“Wackers”. (A wacker plate is used to create a level and compact sub base before

laying further materials such as tarmac, paving or asphalt. Also known as compactor

plates, they comprise a vibrating plate with a motor on top).
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A girl was taken on as a physical education teacher of 14-year-olds. On her first day,

she watched the kids playing soccer. She watched as they all got together and started

playing. However, she quickly noticed a boy at the end of the field standing alone,

while all the other kids were running around having fun. She took pity on him and

decided to speak to him. "You ok?" she asked kindly. "Yes." he said. "You can go and

play with the other kids you know." she said encouragingly. "It’s best I stay here." he

said. "Why’s that sweetie?" asked the compassionate teacher. The boy gave her a weird

look and said, “Because I’m the Goalie.”

On the last day of kindergarten, all the children brought presents for their teacher. The

florist's son handed the teacher a gift. She shook it, held it up and said, "I bet I know

what it is - it's some flowers!" "That's right!" shouted the little boy. Then the sweet

shop owner's daughter handed the teacher a gift. She held it up, shook it and said. "I

bet I know what it is - it's a box of sweets!" "That's right!" shouted the little girl. The

next gift was from the wine shop owner's son. The teacher held it up and saw that it

was leaking. She touched a drop with her finger and tasted it. "Is it wine?" she asked.

"No," said Little Johnny. The teacher touched another drop to her tongue. "Is it juice?"

she asked. "No," he answered. Finally, the teacher said, "I give up. What is it?"     "A

puppy!"

On a very windy day, a rabbi was walking along when a strong gust of wind blew his

hat off his head. The rabbi ran after the hat, but the wind was too strong. It kept

blowing his hat farther and farther away. A non-Jewish young man, seeing what had

happened, ran after the hat, caught it and gave it back to the rabbi. The rabbi was so

grateful that he gave the young man £20 and blessed him. The young man was so

excited that he decided to go the race track and with the rabbi's blessing, he decided to

check the program and place the entire £20 on a horse. After the races he went home

and recounted his very exciting day to his father. "I arrived at the fifth race and looked

at the program. I saw this horse named 'Top Hat' was running. The odds on this horse

were 100 to 1 but since I received the rabbi's blessing I bet the entire £20 on 'Top Hat'

and guess what? He won!" "In the next race, there was a horse named 'Bowler' at 30

to 1 so I bet the entire amount of my winnings on him, and guess what ... I won again!"

"So did you bring the money home?" asked his father. "No," said the son, "I lost it all

on the last race. There was a horse named 'Chateau' that was a heavy favourite so I

bet everything on him, and since 'Chateau' means 'hat' in French, I thought he was a

sure thing." "I am sorry to say" said the father. "that hat in French is 'chapeau' not

'chateau!'" Sighing to himself, the father then asked, "So who did win the race?" "A

real long shot," said the son. "Some Spanish horse named 'Sombrero’

Oh Dear!     

Best wishes and love to you all        

Ian Nisbet
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METHWOLD HISTORY GROUP

Local Archaeology Talks : The last of Tim Holt-Wilson’s talks on local pre-history will
be held in the Community Room of Stoke Ferry Primary School on Thursday, 27th
April, starting at 7.30pm. We would like to thank Tim and the Breck Fen-Edge Project
for putting on this series of three talks on local Pre-History. The talk at Oxborough on
“Bog Oaks and Burnt Mounds” was absolutely fascinating and we are now all much
better informed! The thought of oak trees growing in Methwold Fen to a height 1.5 - 2
times the height of modern ones, being felled in a super-storm in Pre-History and then
being rediscovered and dug up in recent years is just mind blowing.

Coronation Celebrations: There is no history meeting in May but we are going to put
on a talk and public exhibition on Bank Holiday, Monday, May 8th as part of the
village’s events to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles 111. The talk (and film)
will be about 

‘Methwold Airfield’
which we thought would be of interest to those who have lived in the village for only a
short while as well as those who have lived here all their lives. The event will take
place in St.George’s Hall & the Fenton Room and the timings are as follows – 
10am – 11am  A chance to browse our collection of photos on the squadrons that flew
from Methwold Airfield as well as having a cup of coffee and a piece of cake in the
Fenton Room. In the Fenton Room there will also be a small table-sale. This could be
your last chance to buy a copy of “The Birth of Brookville’ – The story of the colony
(1890-1917) which founded the settlement (£6). There will also be a raffle in aid of the
Archive & New Ladies Group which we hope that you will be able to support. We
thought that this optional activity would be better than charging an entrance fee!
11am – 12noon  A talk on Methwold Airfield to include;
• “Methwold’s Darkest Day” – the story of the Ventura raid on Amsterdam 

Power Station, the 27 men who lost their lives and the King & Queen who 
turned up at Methwold Airfield to raise morale!

• The Story of Methwold Airfield told through a film made for Methwold 
History Group by David Thomas in 2010.

• “Cryer’s Crew” – A reading from the Memories of a pilot who flew from 
Methwold Airfield,  flying Lancaster Bomber “C” Charlie, in 1944.

12noon – 12.30pm  A chance to have another cup of coffee, a last look at the
exhibition, and find out the result of the raffle!

Trip To Flag Fen  (A Bronze Age Settlement just outside of Peterborough) Flag Fen
Archaeological Park is a Bronze Age site which was constructed about 3500 years ago
and consisted of a wooden causeway across wet fenland onto a fenland island. A huge
number of bronze-age artefacts have been found there. There are light refreshments
and disabled facilities on-site. The centre is open from 10am-4pm and tickets are £6 for
adults and £3 for children. We hope to have a guided tour of the site. The most likely
dates for the visit are either Fri’ 28th or Sat’ 29th of April or Fri’ 5th or Sat 6th of May.
By the time you get your copy of Methwold Times we will probably have settled on a
date so why not phone up and find out what it is? We will be taking our own cars but
there are likely to be spare seats for anyone who wants one!     Chris Stone 01366
728478
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Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to Mrs. Jose O'Ware's recent letter in which she alleged that

Cllr Charlesworth-Smith was wasting time and public money ‘dotting the i’s and

crossing the t’s” regarding the matter of Cllr Ashman’s paid services as mole-catcher. 

First and foremost, the investigation into the matter by the District Council’s

Monitoring Officer showed that Cllr Ashman was in breach of the code of conduct, and

that if the Parish Council had heeded Cllr Charlesworth-Smith's advice to conduct a

public tender would have ensured transparency, impartiality. If the tender showed Cllr

Ashman’s services were the best value, he’d have been free to continue. Given he

resigned over the matter instead, one can only assume they weren’t.

As parishioners, it is our shared responsibility to ensure proper use of public funds and

ethical practices by our elected officials. The Parish Council's decision to raise the

precept by 5%, about £3,000, during a cost-of-living crisis we are all feeling for

example, I’d ask the parishioners to question if these items the Parish Council have

committed to are a wise use of our money?  

•      £30,000 to repair a wall owned by the Church of England Diocese of Ely?

•      £4,000 to fully replace three notice boards that only need a lick of paint and a 

squirt of WD-40?

•      £155 per year for one dog waste bin to be positioned next to an existing rubbish 

bin so that the two bags of waste have the luxury of going separately to 

landfill?

•      £220, plus £120 for each subsequent year, per Councillor, to buy mobile tablets for

any Councillors that don’t already have their own?

If the Parish Council chose not to ‘invest’ in these frivolous items, they would not need

to further burden our parishioners during these challenging times.

I encourage my fellow parishioners to attend Parish Council meetings, ask relevant

questions, and participate in decision-making. 

Sincerely,

Mr Will Killin

Parishioner - Brookville

Methwold History Group meets on the third Thursday of every month (except
December) at 7.30-9pm in Peggy’s Room of the Village Hall Complex. Everyone is
welcome – All you need is a love of local history.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Methwold Parish Council

Meeting of the Parish Council

Thursday 9th March 2023 at 7.30pm

21 Room St George’s Hall Complex Methwold

Present: – Cllr. J Marriage, Cllr. C Beukes, Cllr. S Liddle, Cllr. M French, Cllr. J

Rodwell, Cllr. D Scott,              Cllr. D Charlesworth-Smith (Vice)

17 members of the public

1. Cllr. D Charlesworth-Smith welcomed all to the meeting.

2. The parish council to receive and resolve to agree apologies for absence - Cllr. R

Scott, Cllr. B Horton,  Cllr. Ryves.

3. Declarations of Interest (In accordance with S31 of the Localism Act 2011) and

requests for dispensations. Cllr. M French declared an interest in item 8.3 and has

asked for a dispensation when this is discussed so he can explain the changes to the

application.

4. To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th February

2023. Cllr. Beukes proposed to accept the minutes, Cllr. Scott seconded - APPROVED

5. Matters arising from the Minutes not included on the agenda but for

information only - None

6. Reports

6.1 Update and Report from the Open Spaces Working Party to consider the

recommendations made at the Open Spaces Working Group on 23rd February 2023, to

include:

Request to use recreation Ground for Fete - Summer 2023 – Cllr. Scott proposed to

allow, Cllr. Rodwell seconded - APPROVED

Approval of cost to clean village gates - £20 APPROVED

Approval of cost for Architect and Arboricultural Survey on recreation ground, this is

the 1st phase to find out if the toilets on the recreation ground are feasible – Cllr.

Liddle proposed to accept quote of £1820, Cllr. French seconded – APPROVED  

Approval for the purchase of fruit trees for wildflower meadow – £120 Cllr. Scott

proposed to purchase trees, Cllr. Marriage seconded - APPROVED

Approval of purchase of materials to repair bin - £20 Cllr. Marriage proposed, Cllr.

Scott seconded – APPROVED

A meeting has been held with Highways and representative from the primary school to

try and identify a safer way for children to cross the road to and from school, waiting

for Highways to confirm suitable location to site SAMs2 sign near the school.

Streetlight Brook Lane – UK Powernetworks have informed the pc that the streetlight

at the top of Brook Lane is to be removed, this is to enable the splay to be increased to

comply with planning that has been approved.  The pc has been asked to purchase a

new light to be located on another pole in the vicinity.  The council felt that it is not up

to them to pay for the relocation and possible purchase of a new streetlight, but the
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developer.  Clerk to follow up.

The churchyard wall is causing concern, the recent cold weather has caused more

damage, Clerk to follow up with the Churchwarden.

7. Finance

7.1 Accounts Update – Bank Reconciliation

7.2 For Approval of payments – Income & Invoice List, Cllr. French proposed to

accept bank rec and make payments, seconded Cllr. Liddle - APPROVED

7.3 Update and Report from the Finance Committee to consider the

recommendations made at the Finance   Committee Meeting on 9th March 2023. The

pc is on track and expect there to be a small surplus at the end of the year. 

There is £4466.46 currently unallocated from CIL funding.  

The accountant who undertakes Payroll has informed the pc that they will no longer be

doing this from April 2023, Clerk looking at options.

Selection of Internal Auditor – two quotes received a) 75.00 total and b) £20 per hour,

the group recommend quote a) - APPROVED

Barclays – look at changing bank accounts to Unity Trust or alternative.

Precept explanation to be sent to the Methwold Times.

Section 106 payment expected soon, this is the contract between the Developer,

Borough Council and Parish Council and is to be used for the development of facilities

on the recreation ground.

8. Planning  

8.1 To receive planning decisions 

22/01352/NMA_1 14 Stoke Road Methwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 4PE - NON-

MATERIAL AMENDMENT to Planning Permission 22/01352/F: Proposed Rear and

Side Two Storey Extension With Rear Single Storey Extension and Front Porch

Application Refused 20 February 2023 Delegated Decision

8.2 To receive planning applications 

23/00282/F Proposed un-loading canopy Quorn Foods Brandon Road Methwold

Norfolk IP26 4RL – NO OBSERVATIONS

22/00860/FM Demolition of existing buildings and construction of new buildings in

connection with pig finishing provision and other associated works.  at Feltwell Farm

Lodge Road Feltwell Thetford Norfolk

22/00866/FM Demolition of existing poultry sheds, construction of 20 new poultry

sheds, 4 workers dwellings and associated infrastructure at Airfield/Methwold Farm

Brandon Road Methwold Norfolk IP26 4RJ – These applications were first bought to

the council for comment in June 2022 where the Objection was submitted.  The latest

planning application has moved the vehicle movements from the B1112 to Lodge

Road.  The original OBJECTION remains in place and the council will also be sending

in additional/updated objections. 

This has been called in by Cllr. Ryves.
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23/ 00287/F Proposed extensions and alterations to existing cottage with associated

demolitions of existing side and rear extensions  at  Potsford Cottage  Northwold Road

Methwold  Thetford  Norfolk IP26 4PF -NO OBSERVATIONS

8.3 To consider planning applications received after the agenda was

published

21/02111/NMA_1 | NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT OF PLANNING CONSENT

21/02111/F: Swimming pool cover and associated rooms, enlargement of the pool in

length, application has been approved for a smaller version - 14/01193/F | 11 Old

Feltwell Road Methwold THETFORD Norfolk IP26 4PW - NO OBSERVATIONS

9. Items received for the agenda

Annual Parish Meeting as Monday 22nd May 2023

Elections – 4th May 2023  for anyone wishing to become a parish councillor details

can be found on 

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/beaparishcouncillor or contact the Clerk.

Nominations should be handed into the Borough Council from 21st March 2023 to 4th

April at 4pm.  Anyone who becomes a parish councillor automatically becomes part of

the Sole Trustee for Methwold Hall Complex Charitable Trust.

10. Correspondence 

FOI request – Community Infrastructure Levy - CIL 

FOI request Attendance

11. Open Forum for Public Participation 

An opportunity to hear from members of the public, Borough, and County Councillor

Brookville Defibrillator Community Group have the funds to purchase the defibrillator,

will the parish council insure the poles and pay for the ongoing maintenance of the

unit, approx. £165 per year?

The cost of training up to 50 residents to use the defib. has been included, would the

parish council give a room for the training session?  This needs to be taken to the Trust

as the parish council do not run the complex anymore.

Will the parish council fund the ongoing maintenance of all three defibrillators in the

parish?  

Why can’t Brookville fund the maintenance?  There was a lively heated discussion

between residents.

Toilet facilities on the recreation ground – does the site need to have the tree survey?

Could the parish council check with planning before spending the money on a survey?

Currently funds have been raised to carry out the 1st stage of the project.

Update on the situation with the post office? This is a Trust matter, they do not want to

see the post office close and have offered an Occupational Licence to the hirer to run

with the same conditions as the previous Hire Agreement with the parish council, this

runs until the end of October 2023, nothing has changed.  

In the meantime, if an Occupational Licence is to be agreed to run from 1st November



15

2023, the Trust and the hirer can negotiate the terms, but the Trust have to be mindful

that Charity Commission require a commercial rate to be applied.  The post office is a

commercial business and not a community venture, which are run by the community

for the community and any profits are put back into the community venture.

Digital ID – the consultation ran from 1st January to 28th February 2023, resident

wrote to the MP but has received no reply.

Why has the shop got to spend £1k for their sign? This is nothing to do with the parish

council, but Cllr French will investigate on behalf of a member the public.  

When the planning permission was granted for the shop, it is believed no

accommodation was allowed, a bathroom suite has been seen being delivered.

12. Further reports and items for the next meeting agenda – April 13th 2023

Can the bus shelter be demolished in Methwold Hythe, it isn’t used as a bus stop, the

roof needs to be replaced and suffers from vandalism and fires, can the railings remain

to prevent vehicles running up on the grass, residents in Methwold Hythe feel it is not

worth spending the money on repairing the bus shelter – to Open Spaces

Propose a vote of thanks to the developer of the meadow for the new wall along Crown

Street, the plans required the wall to be demolished and replaced with a brick wall, but

the developer has chosen to re build in flint which is in keeping with the other walls in

the village, a letter will be sent to the developer.

Problems with the bin near the passageway from the recreation ground to Lower

Green, this has already been talked about in Open Spaces and a suitable site is being

identified to site another dog bin here, this will require an increase in payments for the

Borough council to empty the bin.

Cemetery to Fair Hill – surface of the footpath is poor, puddles etc, to be reported to

Highways.

Trod at the top of Brookville is overgrown.

Meeting ended 9.25pm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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MAGPIE EGGSTRAVAGANZA IS A HIT

An Easter holiday programme, piloted at the Magpie Centre,

home of West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled, has proved a great success.

Seven groups of four participants, aged from five upwards, enjoyed Easter Egg hunts,

held throughout the school holidays.

Starting with grooming ‘their’ ponies, the ‘hunters’ enjoyed a leisurely hack through

the woodland tracks of Wallington Hall, following clues and collecting token Easter

eggs.

This was followed by a craft session with an Easter theme, and finally, the token eggs

were exchanged for larger eggs for the riders to take home.

The event was organised by Magpie Centre volunteer Abbie Stirling, who said:

‘Everyone who came along said they’d had a fantastic time, so we shall definitely do it

again – and who knows what we can dream up for Christmas?’

A huge vote of thanks must go to Simon Rowe of Radio West Norfolk, who gave 28

eggs from the Easter Egg Appeal, and to all those individuals and businesses

throughout West Norfolk, who generously donated eggs.

Dates for your diary:

Wednesdays from April through October: Tea With a Pony 11.00 am – 12 noon at

Magpie Centre, Wallington Hall, PE33 0EP. An opportunity to have tea, cakes, a social

chat and meet one of our gentle ponies in the wheelchair-accessible Sensory Garden

(or in the marquee in bad weather). £5 per person. Booking essential. Call 01553

810202 during office hours.

Saturday June 3: Craft Fair and Have a Go Dog Agility 10.00 am – 4.00 pm at

Wallington Hall, South Runcton, (on A10) PE33 0EP. Stalls, under cover in Indoor

School, £10 per 3m space. To book, call 07715 467866 or email

magpieccfcraft@outlook.com. Visitors: £2 entry; under 16’s free. Free parking.

Refreshments available all day. Dog Agility £2. Well-behaved dogs on leads welcome.

No dogs to be left in cars.

Saturday June 10: Bingo evening at Stowbridge Village Hall, Downham Road,

Stowbridge PE34 3PE. Doors open 6.30 for Eyes Down 7.00 pm. Light refreshments

available. For more details see Magpie Centre Facebook page. Proceeds to West

Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Assn.

Sunday June 11: Sponsored ride around Wallington Hall Estate. Rides of varying

lengths, including a short route for lead-rein riders. No road work. For more details

visit Hoofbeats Facebook page.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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WNAS April 2023

At the WNAS AGM in December, relatively new member, John Blakeley, added

colour to the proceedings by providing us with an impromptu quiz, ref:

<www.westnorfolkaviationsociety.org.uk>.  On Tuesday 4th, this same, very imposing

figure, one who gives the impression of having rank and bearing; even without the

medals and moustache, delivered us an account of how he ascended the rungs of the

RAF. His talk was entitled, ‘Four Chipmunks to Copenhagen’. 

From a young boy his appetite for military matters began with a visit to see HMS

Victory at Portsmouth and for a while it seemed that his future lay in the navy but,

soon afterwards he visited an air show on the Isle of Wight and for two shillings and

sixpence he was granted a flip in a chipmunk. From then on he saw his future in the

sky rather than at sea. With a strong will he eventually won a 4 year scholarship to

RAF Henlow and later took a Dip Tech course in electrical engineering at Norwich.

He met Ian Moyer there, a student with a similar background.  Under the sponsorship

of the Station Commandant the two of them teamed up with two other students in an

initiative to form a squadron of Chipmunks with a mission to fly solo from Manston in

Kent to Vœrlose near Copenhagen. They passed through Holland , Germany and

Denmark visiting at least ten airfields along the way and reported no mishaps there or

back. This they did using the most basic of navigational aids which included spare

parts, some of which included crystals for unruly radios. John concluded his

presentation with a film clip of four Chipmunks stunting in close formation; he was

too modest to say whether he was a participator in this display. 

It is hoped that he may grace our stage again sometime soon with tales which could

include his experiences with Phantoms and Starfighters.

Please forgive this ageing reporter if some of the facts have strayed from the truth.

Deficiency in eyesight and hearing are contributory factors. (How does one manage to

keep a job like this? Perhaps, because no one else wants it). The problem is being

addressed with the combined efforts of the ever efficient Mundford Bowls Club and

the WNAS who have already taken delivery of a new display screen. There is also the

promise of a high tech. communal hearing-aid system. This will include an induction

loop, head phones and a mobile……. comprising modern crystals of course.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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FELTWELL BOWLS CLUB 

Well we are now underway with the outdoor season, and we have had 4 roll up

evenings  to hone our play ready for the league games. 

Enrolment evening went well with 2 new members and a chance to read up on when

and where the league games are.

Our Quiz night on the 1st April was our most successful yet with in excess of 50, being

ably supported by the Feltwell football players.      Our next Quiz night will be 1st July

2023 I will give all details in the June edition. 

Now to correct my error the I made in the April edition, our Taster day is the 13th May

not the 6th I repeat:-

We will be holding a Taster day for anyone wishing to give the game a try on

SATURDAY 13TH MAY 2023 commencing midday to 4 o'clock, coffee and biscuits

will be available. This is a good time to come along if you are interested in having a

go.

I look forward to meeting up with you on our Taster day.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

METHWOLD CHURCH SPIRITUALIST SERVICES

Friday Meetings 2023, Doors open 7pm for 7.30 start
April 28th LYNDA ROSE
May 12th JOHN ENNIS
May 26th OLIVE BYRNE

ALL ARE WELCOME AT

The 21 Room, St. George’s Hall Complex,

16 High Street, Methwold, Norfolk IP26 4NT.

Entrance donation £3. Evening of Clairvoyance £5 (towards costs)

(Ample parking at rear) For further information ring 01366 727160

Beavers - aged 6 - 8

Cubs    -  aged 8 - 10½

Scouts  -  aged 10 - 14

Meet at Scout HQ, Stoke Road, Methwold

Contact Jean Dennett, Group Scout Leader on 01366 728209

or jeans.dennett@btinternet.com



19

RSPB Lakenheath
Marsh harriers in the UK

Marsh harriers in the UK- a tale of a beautiful bird coming back from the brink of
extinction
At RSPB Lakenheath Fen, marsh harriers play a big part in the wildlife scene- visitors
to the reserve could easily see some of their spectacular aerial displays on a visit in the
coming weeks.
However, this has only recently been the case- after years of persecution, the UK was
left with just one breeding female in 1971. It’s hard to believe now, when you visit a
suitable wild space and see several birds at once! However as recently as the 1990’s, a
special trip to the Norfolk Broads was in order if anyone local wanted to see one.
Thanks to greater protection, the population began to recover. Marsh harriers can now
be seen quite widely over East Anglia as well as in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire and small
numbers elsewhere in England & Scotland.
In terms of their lifestyle, marsh harriers aren’t too fussy- their only requirement is for
a reedbed large enough to hide a nest and to support enough food for them to hunt
during the breeding months. Their diet covers a wide range of reedbed prey- from
voles to small birds, as well as larger birds like moorhen and coot. 
For most of the year, the marsh harrier lives a quiet life, but during Spring male birds
engage in beautiful courtship displays that are a joy to watch. He chooses a patch of
reedbed he believes offers a good supply of food and a safe spot to nest. Then he will
call to attract nearby females, and glide over slowly to show his chosen area. When he
has caught the attention of a female he will ‘sky-dance’ in the air above his territory.
This really has to be seen to be appreciated fully but it involves swooping, almost-
vertical flights upwards, followed by cresting an imaginary peak and then plummeting
down, as if falling through the sky, before swooping back up. This looping behaviour is
designed to show females not just his aerial skills but also his fitness and strength. The
tougher and more agile he is, the better he could potentially hunt for food and provide
for a growing family.
If the female is impressed, she will then encourage him (mainly vocally) to catch and
bring her some food. If he does this, and she thinks the food suitable, he may then
move on to suggest a nest site by flying very slowly towards it, landing on it and
calling loudly.

If you want to come and experience some of this drama, marsh harriers should be quite
easy to see during May and into June and July. Anywhere with reedbeds on the reserve
could host lots of action but if you ask in the Visitor Centre before your walk, we can
give you the latest information!

by Heidi Jones

Visitor Experience Officer, RSPB Lakenheath Fen.
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RSPB Lakenheath 

EVENTS
Events at RSPB Lakenheath Fen- May - July 2023

Places for all events need to be booked online- please visit

events.rspb.org.uk/lakenheathfen to read more and book tickets.

Join in with Harrier and Bittern Nest Watches

Tuesdays 16 May, 30 May (both 7:30am-12:30am)

Why not join a warden for the morning and help complete our bittern and marsh

harrier nest watch surveys?

Price: Adults £40 for RSPB members; £50 for non-RSPB members.

Guided pond dipping at RSPB Lakenheath Fen

Saturday 6 May, 3 June, 1 July (11am to 1pm). 

Come along to see what beautiful and strange creatures live below the water at our

nature reserve!

Price: Adults £6 (RSPB members), £7 (non-RSPB members), Under 18’s £3 (RSPB

members), £4 (non-RSPB members).

Treasures of the Moth Trap

26 May, 30 June, 28 July (all 10am to 11am).

Learn more about the amazing world of moths- join us to admire what we catch in our

harmless trap.

Adults: £3 non-RSPB members, £2 for RSPB members. Children (under 16’s) go free!

Big Wild Sleepout 2023

Saturday 29 - Sunday 30 July (1pm-1pm)

Come and join us for a night camping under the stars. Reserve entry, breakfast, pitch

fees and a range of activities including stargazing, a camp-fire, guided walks and

pond-dipping are all included.

Price: Adults £20 (RSPB members), £16 (non-RSPB members), Under 18’s £10

(RSPB members), £8 (non-RSPB members).
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Paul Braybrooke

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER
Boiler Servicing, Breakdown Service

Commissions. Tank Replacement
Tel: 01353 777788    Mob  07946 735691

PC Repair and Care
01842 810853
Mobile PC Service

Desktop, Laptop, Ipad & Mobile Phone Setups

Hardware Installations
Virus Checks & Removal
Internet Connections
Training Sessions

Internet Security
Repairs & Upgrades
Program installations

Georgina Sims

PROFESSIONAL FOOT HEALTH

PRACTITIONER

Treatments include:

Nail Trimming/Reduction

Verucca

Callus/corn removal

Ingrown

Fungus Nail/Athletes Foot

Diabetes Foot Care

Neurovascular assessment

Peter Stanley

MAFHP. MCFHP

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To book your home visit, please call

Peter on :

Freephone 0800 066 5499 or

07842 553 554
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Sutton Services Window Cleaning
Fully insured local family run business based in Methwold

Windows Frames & Sills, Front & Back Doors 
Cleaned every time as standard

Our Services
●   Window Cleaning 

●   Gutter Vacuum from £45

●  Solar Panels

●   Cladding  & Gutters

●   Soffits Fascias & Downpipes

●   One off clean or regular service

Tel: 01366 667290 / 07875 011442 / 07875 011360
facebook.com/suttonserviceswindowcleaning

Email: suttonservices44@gmail.com

Contact us for a free quote!

OIL or PASTEL 

PORTRAITS

Turn That Favourite

Photograph into an

Original / Unique 

Painting
______________________

Dogs, Horses, People
                            _______________________

For Details/Colour Brochure

Vulcan Portraits 

01366 728464

Pest & Vermin

Control

Tel/fax 01842 879904

Mobile:07946 733188

National Pest Technicians Association  

NGO & BASC member

Accredited to:Norfolk Home Call - 

Norfolk County Council

ants, beetles, crows, fleas,foxes, mice,                   

mites,moles, pigeons, rabbits, rats,

squirrels, wasp nests.

Live catch and removal service for

some creatures

Prompt reliable 24hr service 7 days a week

rapta badge carried

local family business

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

www..grahamsmithandsons.co.uk
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WORZELS ROOFING

roof tiler / slater

New, strip & retile and repairs

upvc fascias, 

guttering + cleaning them

leadwork,timber treatment, 

roof ventilation

chimney repoint, rebuild

Over 25 yrs experience

FREE ESTIMATES

NVQ level 2  in roofing

tel 01760755024 / 07990972381

www.worzelsroofing.com

PLUMBER

BASED IN FELTWELL

OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

07951 158460

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Mane Streak
Unisex Salon

01842 828253

Open Tues 10.30am-7pm,

Wed   9am-5pm,          

Thurs 9am-5pm ,

Fri     9am-5.30pm, 

Sat     9am-2pm 

Follow us on Facebook at

ManeStreak
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The Handyman 
Bruce Thompson

Local Handyman Service based in Methwold
Free quotation before every job

Fully insured local family run business
No job too small

Our Services:
Painting & Decorating

Property & Garden Maintenance

Contact us:
Office Enquiries Catherine – 07985 769 654

Bruce Thompson – 07436 946 798
Email: bthomp74@outlook.com

Facebook.com/Thehandyman

Total Health Footcare
Your feet in safe hands

Karen Stewardson
Foot Health Practitioner
TCFCP Dip BEd Hons

07789 608310

Toenail cutting  and 

ingrown toenails

treated, Verrucae, 

corns and callouses

and hard skin removal.

Complete Diabetic Footcare

Please call for a home visit

appointment

Now offering Reflexology
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MOBILITY

PLUS

Household Aids

Bathlifts,

Riser/recliner 

chairs, 

walking sticks, 

frames etc.

Best Prices

Free Catalogues available

Call for some friendly advice

Gerald Beckett

40, Bridge Street

Downham Market

(01366) 386 376

Jen’s Pet Care
Are you at work all day?

Do you need someone to pop in and feed your

pet, let it out and keep them company for an

hour?

Does your puppy need socialising and some basic

training? Maybe you’re an older person who

needs help exercising and caring for your dog?

Contact Jen at Wretton on 07799 733 463

Pet Sitting - Dog Walking - Home Visits

Livestock Care - Puppy Socialising - Pet Care

Reasonable Pricing - please ask

www.facebook.com/JensPetCareWretton
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01366 727418

Severalls Road, 

Methwold Hythe, IP26 4QU

Viewing welcome

www.lodge.weebly.com

New boarding cattery, with all ground floor

family suites (max 8 cats).  

Site exclusively for cats.  

Personal loving attention for all your cats' needs

(including medical) by FAB and  trained cat

lover.

Torriden Lodge Cat Hotel

For Windows and Doors
Conservatories and Porches

Garage Doors and More
Contact Your Local Experts

Ring John McCabe
07765087222 01366728700
Planning & Building Regs

We do it all for you
Do It With Us.

Do It With Style
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MMV - 
MOBILE MOTORBIKE/CAR VALETING SERVICES

BASED in METHWOLD, 

FOLLOW MY FACEBOOK PAGE

“MMV - MOTORBIKE VALETING SERVICES” TO SEE EXAMPLES

OF MY WORK

BASIC EXTERIOR CAR CLEAN - **£25

Snow foam pre wash, 3 bucket safe hand wash, tar and insect removal, wheels,

wheel arches and interior door sills cleaned, hand dried, windscreen and

windows degreased and cleaned, body work waxed and polished

MOTORBIKE - PACKAGE 1 - **£35

Snow foam pre wash, 3 bucket safe hand wash, hand dried, chain sprockets

cleaned and lubricated, light engine degrease, wax and polish.

MOTORBIKE - PACKAGE 2 - **£60

Snow foam pre wash, 3 bucket safe hand wash, hand dried, chain sprockets

cleaned and lubricated, light engine degrease, wax and polish, rust removal from

downpipes and polish, and the choice of Summer or Winter protection

(GT85/ACF50).

**ALL PRICES EXCLUDE FUEL COSTS OUTSIDE OF METHWOLD**

MMV MOTORBIKE/CAR VALETING
SERVICES

07845242099
Email- Ivanmardlin@gmail.com 
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CESSPIT EMPTYING
SERVICE

If you are looking for IMMEDIATE service,
satisfaction guaranteed

then call

P & S WORTLEY
who have been serving local communities for many years

Tel: 01366 728 351

STEPHEN - 07555564147

PETER - 07796528481

B R  LANDSCAPINGAND CONSTRUCTION
ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS

All Garden Maintenance Undertaken

Specialising in:
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Tree & Shrub Pruning, Garden

Clearance, Rotovating, Turfing & Seeding

Storm Damage Repairs, Rubbish Removal

Fencing, Patios & Paths

HIGH LIFT DUMPER HIRE

MINI DIGGER HIRE with OPERATOR or SELF DRIVE

Daily Rates, Delivered

Tel: (Foulden) 01366 328126 or 07774 724366
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THOMAS BATCHCROFT TRUST

THE THOMAS BATCHCROFT TRUST AND OTHER CHARITIES.

The Trust’s primary objective is to provide financial assistance to Methwold’s 

parishioners.

Ø Do you know someone who has been temporarily hospitalised?  There 

may be strains on already stretched finances - reduced wages, fuel 

expense and hospital parking charges: a small grant might help.  

Ø An accident, sickness, or just getting older may necessitate the use of 

equipment to help someone manage at home - in this case a grant and/or 

loan may help to provide the necessary equipment.

Assistance needed? In order to make a difference, the Trustees need to know!  If 

someone in your family, a friend, or a neighbors may be eligible for assistance, please 

encourage them to apply: all applications will be considered by the Trustees.

Allotments: The allotment area off the Brandon Road adjacent to Cock Corner is the 

private property of the Trust, for the use of Trustees and allotment tenants only.  There are

no public footpaths or public right of way, and the use of the area to exercise dogs is

strictly forbidden.  Also note that shooting rights have been approved over the whole area

of the allotments.  The Trustees disclaim responsibility for any accident or injury to 

unauthorized persons.  Applications are invited from residents who would like to manage

an allotment.  Terms & Conditions are available on request.

St George’s Church is the lead organization selected by Thomas Batchelor and Others to

administer their legacies.  Three Ex-Officio Trustees, three Parish Council Trustees and

three Co-Optative Trustees meet regularly to administer the Trust’s affairs.

Paul Smith, Mulberry House, Methwold, Norfolk, IP26 4PQ
paulnsmith50@msn.com            Tel:07787 503545

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Methwold Parish Council
4 Councillor Vacancies

Would you like to get more involved in your community and local
issues?

If the answer is ‘yes’ you might consider becoming a parish councillor.  

We currently have a vacancy on the Parish Council.  If you would like
to find out more, please contact the Parish Clerk:

methwoldpc@outlook.com
or call 07340 162 732



Magazine article

May 4th sees Borough Council elections – I am now standing for

re-election. I am opposed by Mick Peake representing the Con-

servative party, who is also experienced as a Borough Councillor.

Right, that’s enough electioneering! Whatever your views, please

vote ( and don’t forget your ID)

I would like to consider the issues that face us.

Firstly, there is a planning application for a huge factory farm at

Airfield Farm, where the corporate owner, Cranswick Group, a

£1.6bn quoted company, is seeking to vastly expand the opera-

tion to have a capacity of almost 1,000,000 chickens AND 14,000

pigs. This is a complex issue and potentially divisive as many lo-

cally are supportive of our farmers and the employment that they

bring. My view is that this has nothing to do with farming – it is

about building a huge factory (there will be 600,000 sq foot of

covered space, equivalent to TEN times the area of the Tuesday

market in King’s Lynn). It follows there will be major challenges in

vehicle movement, public health and pollution. There will be

some 6,000 HGV movements per annum and the designated

route is through Methwold, down to Whittington roundabout, up

Whittington Hill to Mundford. 

In its favour it is suggested that there will be employment oppor-

tunities. But the fact that the application includes accommodation

indicated strongly that this will be minimum wage low level type

jobs, typically employing cheap migrant labour.

Residents who have views on this are strongly encouraged to

contact the planning department in King’s Lynn and submit their

comments to the planning portal. The application references are

22/00866/FM and 22/00860/FM. You can comment separately on

each!

-------------------------------------------

Related to this is our transport network. The matters which con-

cern me are the never-ending failure of the County Council to fix



the thousands of pot holes, the need for reduced speed limited in

residential areas ( i.e. 20mph at the primary school in Methwold)

and a safe crossing in Whittington.

Part of the job of your Borough Councillor is to make sure all are

aware of council grants which I suspect will increase, to support

rural enterprises, to support cost of living expenses for those

least able to finance the rise in these. We hade considerable suc-

cess in making sure this ward has been successful in identifying

and obtaining funds.

And of course, there is the need to support individuals where they

have problems that the Council can help with, whether as tenants

of Freebridge or in disputes with the various parts of the Council.

Another part of the job is to support our local parish councils. It is

a shame that so few residents attend PC meetings (except where

there is an issue they feel strongly about!). Parish Councils are

the bedrock of functioning democracy. Sure, their procedures

may appear difficult to follow but they provide a regular forum for

debate, as well as having executive powers over certain facets of

village life – and to make good decisions it is important that we all

participate. The make-up of these will change in May, and in In

Methwold, I am hopeful that there will be more public involvement

and the PC is keen to make its proceedings as inclusive as the

law allows. There has been a period of intense discussion as new

residents become aware of the opportunities offered through the

Parish Council and I hope these valid aspirations will gel and a

period of enhanced community involvement will follow.

I would like to thank all councillors for the hard work they do, for

their tolerance of the brickbats they occasionally endure and for

the quality of the decisions they make. It is demanding, unpaid

work and it is a credit to our Councillors that they do not shy

away from this. Well done! And I hope increased participation will

keep our parish councils on their toes.

-------------------------------------------



In the Borough, there are a number of opportunities – and

threats. Politically, there is some momentum for the proposal of a

directly elected “Council Leader”. Supporters of this focus entirely

on the government bribe of additional funds for the County, that if

there is money to be had let’s do it. More conservative people

such as myself worry that this will lead to less local democracy

and more power to the County. This is especially so as the con-

sultation process was very short and really failed to spell out the

consequences and powers involved.

Whilst most council projects are in King’s Lynn (i.e. the Guildhall,

re-engineering of the Southgate and the proposed A10 relief road

at West Winch) there are certain government initiatives that rural

areas should benefit from, for example the “Shared Prosperity

Funding programme. It is up to local organisations to apply for

funding and this is something your Borough Councillor will do.

One ongoing disappointment has been the refusal of the outgoing

council to offer meaning full support to local business, for exam-

ple by managing parking charges to help retailers flourish.

We all expect that there will soon be a funding commitment in re-

spect of the QEH. I myself would like to see full consideration

given to re-siting this to the Hardwick area, where land is avail-

able, where services are to be installed for the West Winch “new

town”. This would be a more accessible site, and would avoid the

nightmare of rebuilding a working hospital – ambulances and

bulldozers do not mix well. I would also like to see a full debate

on the possibility of a new railway station south of King’s Lynn….

again this would benefit our communities and improve accessibil-

ity to King’s Lynn. These are initiatives I would like our Council to

pursue.

It is important that those measures that the Council is proposing

are correctly scrutinised as history tells us that the Council is very

good at hiding things – for example through setting up 100%

owned subsidiaries for housing and leisure, which avoid the pub-

lic eye.

We have all been through difficult times, and let us hope that we

have learned to work together better, to be more tolerant and that



we will see a return to prosperity And I do implore all to vote on

May 4th, even if just to spoil your vote, as democracy needs the

participation of us all and we  all have a responsibility to use the

power of the vote to ensure that there is full democratic control

over Council activities.

Thank you for reading


